
FROM FR. CHRIS ALIMAJI’S DESK  
Reflections on Extended Discipleship  
 
On this Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C, we reflect on the Scripture passages of Isaiah 66:10-14c, 
Psalm 66, Galatians 6:14-18 and Luke 10:1-12, 17-20. The overall theme is a continuation on Discipleship in Christ. 
“The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few.” (Lk. 10:2). Indeed, the kingdom of God has abundant 
opportunities for those that wish to serve. The Lord laments that committed laborers for the kingdom are few. This is 
our subject today. 
 
Once again, today we reflect on the role and mission of the Church. It embraces the roles in discipleship. By sending 
his disciples two by two, it indicates that the ministry of the kingdom has a communal effect. It is not just for the 
individual as a personal or private business, just for the individual person. The Church is community. God, too, is 
community. In those days when I was a lay person and a legionary, we were sent two by two for our legion works. 
Our task was that of announcing the kingdom of God as witnesses. It brought us great joy and we returned rejoicing 
that we were part of such ministry. The prophet Isaiah in today’s reading exults in the Chosen People’s return to 
Jerusalem, (cf. Is. 66:10-14c). The new Jerusalem our mother is Mother-Church. We must rejoice in the converts to 
the faith which we make through the work of discipleship. This prompts me to propose a few questions. What is the 
Church for you and me? What dedication do you have for your faith in the Church? As a Christian, what are you 
doing to spread and uphold the teachings of the Church in a new world order?  
 
Our call to become disciples is a general call through baptism. How have you made your call personal? In other 
words, what are you doing for Christ to make converts of those who do not yet believe? Why I became a priest was 
because I reflected severally on the words of Scripture and felt compelled to join the prophetic vocation, and more so, 
that of becoming a missionary. In doing so, I chose to “Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad because of her, all you 
who love her,” (Is. 66:10). If you truly love your Church, Christianity, you will engage in a meaningful apostolate and 
exult with her.  
 
When we carry out our exact mission or ministry, we come back rejoicing. We would want to make sure we attend 
our organization’s, committee’s, society’s, or ministry’s next meeting to share with all members our joy in carrying out 
our duties and assigned roles. As legionaries, we received weekly duties. But if you did not do your task, what 
happens? You begin to drag your feet. You begin to register poor attendance. Someone else has to come searching 
for you. In that way you pick each other up, and build up one another. But if you do not belong to any group at all, 
when you slack, nobody notices in a church of so many believers, resulting in the fall of some members unnoticed.  
 
I have tried to dwell much on the activities of the lay faithful. When sent on mission, one goes with joy and bringing 
peace, as the Gospel today demands, (cf. Lk. 10:5-6). There are physical sicknesses and spiritual sicknesses, to 
which the missioner is to cure in announcing the Gospel. Both the lay and the clergy who embark on missionary 
activities experience hardships. They suffer rejection at different levels in the course of spreading the good news of 
salvation. Some priests and nuns suffer rejection, expulsion, persecution, worn-out and burnt out, in their places of 
apostolate. A number of priests request to be transferred. The number, seventy-(two), for our purposes in this 
reflection, is an indication that apart from the Twelve apostles, other believers were also sent by Christ into the 
harvest. All are protected by Christ for the sake of the kingdom. Are you convinced that Christianity leads to eternal 
life? If so, then join hands in the work of faith for the sake of the kingdom of God and his Christ. Blessings upon us 
all. Amen.  


